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MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD 
BENTON BAKER, PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2004 
 
THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BAIL BOND BOARD CONVENED AT 12:07PM ON 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2004, IN THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ROOM OF THE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 301 NORTH 
THOMPSON, CONROE, TEXAS. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Benton Baker, Presiding Officer called the meeting to order at 12:07pm. 
   

B. ROLL CALL 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Benton Baker, Presiding Officer, Defense Attorney’s Representative 
Stacey Mooring, Vice Presiding Officer, Designee for District Attorney 
Les French, Surety Representative 
Judge Lanny Moriarty, Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1 
Barbara Adamick, District Clerk 
Darin Bailey, Designee for County Clerk, Mark Turnball 
Judge James Cates, City of Conroe Municipal Court 
Martha Gustavsen, County Treasurer 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Captain Robert Green, Designee for Sheriff 
Judge Michael Mayes, 410th District Court 
Vanita Buchanan, Designee for County Judge Alan B. Sadler 
Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law # 4 

 
      ALSO PRESENT: 
 
     Cara Wood, Legal Counsel 
    Jan Avery, Bail Bond Assistant 
 
   Presiding Officer, Benton Baker declared a quorum present. 
    
C. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There was no public comment. 
 

D. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES FOR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 02, 2004 
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Motion to approve the minutes of the September 2, 2004 meeting was made by 
Barbara Adamick.  Les French seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
 
       
E. TREASURER 
 
Martha Gustavsen gave the Treasurers report.  We have $2,804,280.33 in 
collateral in the Treasurers office with Bonding value of $47,309,950.80.  The 
expired licensees with collateral and no bonding value is $211,685.25.  The 
Texpool as of 9/30/2004 is $66,463.17.  Judge James Cates inquired what we 
are doing with the expired licensees collateral.  Martha stated that we were 
holding onto it until anything they owe is satisfied and they make a request to 
have it released.   
 
Motion to accept the Treasurers Report was made by Martha Gustavsen and 
seconded by Judge James Cates.  The motion passed. 
 
Martha Gustavsen addressed the Bond fee refunds.  We have had a problem 
with duplicate receipts being submitted and she asked that one receipt 
accompany one refund request even if the receipt number is the same.  
Martha Gustavsen also stated that there may be legislation passed soon that 
will do away with the bond fee refunds. 

 
F. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Jan Avery gave the administrators report, the Treasurers office received a 
$500.00 license application fee in the month of September for Alton Stanfield, 
dba Zebra Bail Bonds. Les French asked why the application was not included 
in the package for the Bail Bond Board review.  Jan Avery explained that the 
application was not complete at this time and would be ready for review at 
the next Bail Bond Board meeting. 
 
Motion to accept Administrator’s report made by Barbara Adamick, and 
seconded by Les French, motion passed. 

 
G. PRESIDING OFFICER: 
 
Benton Baker addressed the status of the final bail bond 
forfeitures/judgments and opened the discussion for the action to be taken by 
the Bail Bond Board. 
 
A copy of the up to date bond forfeiture list was included in the package for 
the Board members.  Cara Wood said that it is still a work in progress and she 
expects that we will have letters being sent out within the next couple of 
weeks.  Stacey Mooring said that he had just learned that morning there was 
an agreement made, per say, when Mike McDougal and David Walker came into 
office in 1997 with the Bondsmen pertaining to the bond forfeitures.  For the 
Bond forfeitures that were 1997 and prior that exceeded the 30 days there 
was a 50/50 settlement agreed upon that would basically forgive all 
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judgments up to that date.  They are currently looking for the letter or 
agreement that was written.  It was also stated that the Bondsmen paid the 50 
percent and all judgments prior to 1997 were settled.  Darin Bailey stated that 
for the record the County Clerk’s office is not showing payments made.  
 
Once again the overall concensus  which Cara Wood stated, the Bail Bond 
forfeitures, disposition of and action to be taken is a work in progress. 
 
Item G 2 for discussion by the Presiding Officer was addressing briefly the 
involvement, if any, of the Bail Bond Board or Bail Bond Assistant in the 
updating of PR Bonds by Judges.  This is a judicial function and the Bail Bond 
Board nor the Bail Bond Assistant have any authorization in this matter.  So to 
answer the question this is not a discussion or determination to be made by 
this Board. 
 
Item G3 addressed discussion on possible changes to the Bail Bond Company 
listings that are posted at the Jail and provided to the County and Municipal 
Courts.  It was determined that the format of the current listing was accepted 
and agreed upon by a federal court ruling and will not be altered.  If the 
Bonds companies have any further questions or discussions on this matter they 
can contact Sara Forlano who handled the lawsuit for the County. 
 
Marie with A-1 Bail Bonds brought up the statement that one of the issues the 
Bondsmen felt has not been addressed to their satisfaction was whether an 
agent for a corporate surety must obtain a separate license as a Bail bondsmen 
separate from that of the corporation.  No other County requires this, 
Montgomery County is one of the only counties that does.  She also felt that 
although we had asked for an AG opinion on this, the answer received did not 
clarify this to their satisfaction.  We need to pursue this matter to get 
definite clarification for the County and bondsmen and act accordingly. 
 
H. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE 
 
There was not a report at this time. 

 
I. ADJOURN 
 
Les French made the motion to adjourn and Barbara Adamick seconded the 
motion.  The meeting adjourned at 12:35pm. 


